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Aliano of The Marina at American 
Wharf in Norwich, and City Council 
President Mr. Richard Abele of Nor-
wich. I would also like to thank all of 
those who are helping to prepare for 
Saturday’s arrival of the 
Bat’Kivshchyna in Norwich Harbor: the 
Norwich Fire Department, the Norwich 
Police Department, the American Am-
bulance Service, Inc., the United 
States Coast Guard Academy, the Inte-
grated Charter School of Norwich, and 
the Norwich Adult Education Center. 

I know that Saturday’s event will be 
a great day for the people of the City of 
Norwich and the State of Connecticut. 
The Bat’Kivshchyna’s visit to the city 
will provide for a rich cultural ex-
change between the Ukraine and the 
State of Connecticut. I am proud that 
we, as a State, could provide a winter 
refuge for the Bat’Kivshchyna as she 
continues her global expedition, and I 
wish her crew success in future voy-
ages.∑ 

f 

NINETY YEARS OF GIVING 

∑ Mr. L. CHAFEE. Mr. President, next 
month a remarkable woman, who is a 
constituent of mine, will celebrate her 
ninetieth birthday; although, if you 
ask her, she will tell you that she still 
feels like a sixteen year-old. 

Alice B. Dwyer—known to family and 
close friends as ‘‘Lally’’ and to literally 
thousands of Rhode Islanders, who 
learned in her classroom, as ‘‘Miss 
Dwyer’’—was born on November 12, 
1910. She was the second of four chil-
dren of Matthew S. Dwyer and Alice 
Barry Dwyer of Providence. Her older 
sister, Matt, suffered from crippling 
polio at a time long before public ac-
commodations for people with disabil-
ities. Nevertheless, they set off to-
gether for Manhattanville College in 
New York City. 

Alice Dwyer shies way from any 
words of recognition for her part in en-
abling her older sister, who had an in-
satiable lust for learning, to attend 
college. Alice simply was doing what 
has always come most naturally to her, 
giving to others. 

After college, Alice went on to re-
ceive a Masters Degree in English Lit-
erature from Brown University, my 
own alma mater. With degrees in hand 
she began a lifetime of service to chil-
dren in the Providence Public School 
system. The majority of her years 
teaching were spent at Classical High 
School where she taught sophomore 
English. 

Today’s public opinion polls tell us 
that education is the number one issue 
on the minds of Americans. We hear 
and talk a lot about holding students 
to high academic standards. But Alice 
Dwyer never needed pollsters and poli-
ticians to tell her about the impor-
tance of high standards. The students 
who read Shakespeare in her classroom 
knew that she expected each of them to 
do his or her best. 

In addition to her love of teaching, 
Alice always has been an avid admirer 

of acting. She was among the Rhode Is-
landers to answer the casting call for 
‘‘The Great Gatsby,’’ starring Robert 
Redford and Mia Farrow. At sunset 
each evening for weeks, she would 
cross the bridge to Newport, where she 
would don a glittering 1920s flapper 
gown and join the guests at Holly-
wood’s most recent rendition of Jay 
Gatsby’s famed summer parties. 

After retiring from the Providence 
Public School system, Alice took on 
various volunteer activities. She read 
to children and worked in the library 
of the Fox Point Elementary School in 
Providence, and she was a regular in 
the phone bank on New London Avenue 
in Cranston, making calls to turn out 
the vote for my father’s 1982 Senate 
campaign. She worked relentlessly on 
the two unsuccessful campaigns of 
Fred Lippitt to be mayor of Provi-
dence. 

In 1994 when my father ran for his 
fourth Senate term, difficulty walking 
kept Alice away from campaign head-
quarters. However, as a woman who 
cannot do enough for others, she found 
a way to help. Campaign workers 
would drop off box loads of envelopes 
and lists of names and addresses with 
her. When one box was done, it would 
be picked up and another delivered in 
its place. 

Combining her love of reading with 
her natural tendency to help others, 
Alice spent a great deal of time taping 
textbooks for blind and visually im-
paired students. 

Whether it’s the young person work-
ing at the Newport Creamery on 
Wayland Square where Alice is known 
for liking her coffee piping hot, or the 
students (now middle-aged men and 
women) who recall the lessons they 
learned from her at Classical High 
School, or her own family members, all 
agree that Alice Dwyer has filled their 
lives with her own giving spirit. 

Alice Dwyer will celebrate her nine-
tieth year with her sister, Rita Scotti, 
with her eleven nieces and nephews and 
their families, and with dozens of 
friends and neighbors. It is my great 
privilege to wish this woman, who has 
warmed so many hearts with her un-
failing kindness and generosity, a very 
Happy Birthday.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VIRGINIA SHEHEE 

∑ Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, on the 
evening of Friday, November 3, the 
people of Shreveport will gather to pay 
tribute to one of the most exceptional 
people the State of Louisiana has ever 
produced, Virginia Shehee. The tribute 
to Virginia is organized by the Bio-
medical Research Foundation of north-
west Louisiana, whose establishment is 
but one of the remarkable achieve-
ments in the life of this remarkable 
woman. 

It is my pleasure and honor to tell 
my colleagues in the United States 
Senate about my friend Virginia 
Shehee. She is a superb model for ev-
erything she has done: wife, mother, 

businesswoman, political leader, com-
munity activist and economic vision-
ary. My former colleague, Senator Ben-
nett Johnston, once said, ‘‘In a state 
that is blessed with an abundance of 
natural resources, Virginia Shehee 
may be Louisiana’s single greatest nat-
ural resource.’’ I certainly know that is 
a view shared by many of those who 
know Virginia best and who have bene-
fited from her lifetime of dedication to 
improve lives in Shreveport and north-
west Louisiana. 

Nothing better exemplifies her ac-
complishments than the creation of the 
Biomedical Research Foundation, and 
the construction of the Biomedical Re-
search Institute that today stands 
proudly adjacent to the LSU Medical 
Center in Shreveport. It is an under-
statement to say that none of this 
would have been possible without the 
foresight, determination and hard work 
of Virginia, and other community lead-
ers nearly 20 years ago. 

Like so many advances in today’s 
new economy, Shreveport’s move into 
the world of biomedicine and bio-
technology emerged from the difficul-
ties caused by the decline of the old 
economy. In northwest Louisiana, 
where the steadily declining price in 
oil in the early 1980’s caused commu-
nity leaders to conclude that efforts 
had to be undertaken quickly to 
produce other economic sustenance for 
the area, they of course turned to Vir-
ginia Shehee. 

In a matter of a few short years, Vir-
ginia had formed the Biomedical Re-
search Foundation and gathered sev-
eral million dollars in local support. 
She leveraged local dollars into a much 
larger state support and then con-
verted that into significant support by 
the Congress and the Department of 
Energy. As a result, a 10-story, $40 mil-
lion, state-of-the-art wet-lab research 
facility was built that today houses 
world-class researchers and serves as a 
growing economic engine, producing 
knowledge-based jobs for northwest 
Louisiana. 

Beyond the work taking place in its 
own facilities, Biomed can point with 
great pride to the growing number of 
companies it has attracted to Shreve-
port’s own technology park, InterTech, 
with technologies ranging from manu-
facturing and diagnostics to telemedi-
cine and orthopedic devices. We in the 
Louisiana delegation often point to the 
success of Biomed as a textbook model 
of partnerships between Washington 
and local communities looking to build 
a better future for their citizens. 

It is true, Mr. President, that Biomed 
has become a success because it has 
merit on its side. But all of us who 
have played some small part in this ef-
fort know that a big reason for the suc-
cess is Virginia Shehee is someone who 
long ago learned not to take no for an 
answer. Her efforts have led to a 
mighty legacy in science and economic 
development in Shreveport. It is fitting 
the facility is now the ‘‘Virginia K. 
Shehee Biomedical Research Insti-
tute,’’ and it is fitting the community 
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is gathering next month to say thanks. 
It is my pleasure to join so many in 
saying how blessed Louisiana is to 
have Virginia Shehee’s generous serv-
ice and how fortunate I am to have her 
friendship.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF MR. DONALD W. JEN-
SEN 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Donald W. Jen-
sen, who is retiring on January 1, 2001, 
after 13 years of service as a member of 
the Oakland County Board of Commis-
sioners. Since 1987, Commissioner Jen-
sen has represented the citizens of Dis-
trict 15 to the best of his ability, which 
has been in an exemplary manner. 

Commissioner Jensen graduated from 
the University of Detroit with a degree 
in Business Administration. He spent 
much of his work career with Bur-
roughs Corporation, where he served as 
Director of Advertising and Public Re-
lations. His primary responsibility was 
the design and production of pro-
motional and technical literature, 
though he was also responsible for 
media advertising, the public relations 
department, and the operation of their 
international literature distribution 
facility. While at Burroughs, Mr. Jen-
sen was a Board Member and President 
of the National Trade Show Exhibitors 
Association. 

Public service has always played an 
essential role in Commissioner Jen-
sen’s life. Prior to being elected to his 
current position, he served for nine 
years as a member of the Birmingham, 
Michigan, City Commission and then 
later as Mayor of Birmingham. He was 
a Founder and Board Member of the 
Foundation for Birmingham Senior 
Residents, an organization which en-
ables seniors to remain in their homes. 
He has also served on the Board of nu-
merous other organizations, including 
the American Cancer Society and the 
Center for Independent Living. 

As a County Commissioner rep-
resenting the Cities of Berkley and Bir-
mingham and a portion of the City of 
Royal Oak, Mr. Jensen has served as 
Chairman of the General Government 
Committee from 1993–94, as Vice Chair-
man of the Finance Committee, and 
has been a member of the Oakland Liv-
ingston Human Service Agency, the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments, the Oakland County Board of 
Commissioners’ Public Services Com-
mittee, and the Health and Human 
Services Committee. He has also been a 
Trustee of the County Library Board 
for 12 years, and served on the Tax-
ation and Finance Committee of the 
National Association of Counties. 

I would like to thank Commissioner 
Jensen for his dedication and many ef-
forts throughout his career in public 
service. His leadership during this time 
has been exceptional and will be dearly 
missed. On behalf of the entire United 
States Senate, I congratulate Mr. Don-
ald W. Jensen on a wonderful and suc-

cessful career, and wish him the best of 
luck in retirement.∑ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JIM HURD 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to 
take a moment to pay tribute to Jim 
Hurd, the founding CEO of Planar Sys-
tems, who passed away this summer 
after a year-long battle with leukemia. 
Jim was a pioneering technical and 
business leader in the U.S. flat panel 
industry, and led Planar Systems of 
Beaverton, Oregon to become one of 
the largest flat panel display compa-
nies in the U.S. and Europe. Jim was 
actively involved at the national level 
in helping to shape federal policy on 
flat panel displays, and worked on the 
national flat panel initiative and in the 
formation of consortia to address crit-
ical issues for the flat panel display in-
dustry. 

Mr. Hurd was a leader in Oregon’s 
business community, serving as the 
Chair of the Oregon Council of the 
American Electronics Association. 
During his term in 1992, he helped de-
velop the Oregon technical benchmark 
annual survey and conference. He was 
also active in supporting technical edu-
cation efforts in Oregon, and was a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Oregon Graduate Institute. For serv-
ices to the industry and community, 
the American Electronics Association 
awarded Jim Oregon’s technology exec-
utive of the year award in 1993. 

A native of the Pacific Northeast, 
Jim was born in 1948 in Spokane, and 
grew up in Kennewick, Washington. He 
received his bachelors’s degree in phys-
ics from Lewis & Clark College in Port-
land in 1970, where he met his wife 
Alice. Jim joined Tektronics Corpora-
tion soon after graduation. In 1983, Jim 
left Tektronics to co-found Planar Sys-
tems with Chris King and John Laney. 
Today, Planer employs over 850 people 
in the United States. Jim also lent his 
wisdom to help other start-up compa-
nies achieve success by serving on the 
Board of the Oregon Resource and 
Technology Development Fund, a 
state-sponsored venture capital fund. 

Jim had a rare ability to balance his 
successful professional life with an ac-
tive private life that included moun-
tain climbing, running, bicycling, ten-
nis, scuba diving and a love for auto 
racing. He was a wonderful husband to 
Alice and a terrific father to his sons, 
Owen and Peter. 

Mr. Hurd will be missed by all of us 
who knew him.∑ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF MR. GEORGE W. KUHN 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. George W. 
Kuhn, who is retiring this year after a 
60-year career during which he split 
time between the United States Navy, 
the Ford Motor Company, and being a 
public servant. Whatever the forum, he 
has been a leader and an inspiration to 
those around him. 

Mr. Kuhn graduated from Central 
Michigan University, majoring in busi-
ness administration, economics, and 
political science. In 1943, he entered the 
Naval Service and served aboard the 
Tender U.S.S. Pelias as a Finance Offi-
cer. He returned to active duty during 
the Korean War and served at U.S. 
Naval Stations in New York and in the 
Panama Canal Zone. Ultimately, he re-
tired as a Navy Captain after com-
pleting 39 years of service, both on ac-
tive duty and in the Naval Reserves. 

Following the Korean War, Mr. Kuhn 
completed Ford Motor Company’s Man-
agement Training Program. He served 
on the staff of the Vice President of 
Product Development for 20 years, co-
ordinating the development phases of 
styling, engineering, purchasing and 
manufacturing of future car programs. 

Mr. Kuhn’s passion has always been 
in public service, though. He has been a 
leader within the Oakland County Re-
publican Party for nearly 50 years, 
since his involvement in Eisenhower’s 
first presidential campaign. In 1959, he 
was elected Mayor of the City of Berk-
ley, Michigan. He served as Mayor 
until being elected to serve as a State 
Senator in 1966. During his four year 
tenure in the Michigan State Senate, 
he served as Chairman of the Corpora-
tions and Banking Committee, Chair-
man of the Senate Municipalities and 
Election Committee, and as Senate 
Majority Whip in 1970. In November of 
1972, he was elected Oakland County 
Drain Commissioner, and he has served 
admirably in this position for the past 
28 years, making him the longest ac-
tive member of the Oakland County 
Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Mr. Kuhn has often been recognized 
for his efforts. He has received the Ford 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year Award, 
the Distinguished Alumni Award at the 
75th Anniversary of Central Michigan 
University, he has been honored by the 
Michigan Associated Underground Con-
tractors, Inc., in appreciation of his 
contributions to the underground con-
struction industry, and is a recent re-
cipient of the Oakland County’s annual 
Quality People, Quality County (Q2) 
Award which recognizes outstanding 
service to the community. 

I applaud Mr. Kuhn on his extraor-
dinary service to Oakland County, the 
State of Michigan, and our Nation. His 
leadership in all phases of his 60 year 
career has been exceptional and will be 
dearly missed. On behalf of the entire 
United States Senate, I congratulate 
and thank Mr. George W. Kuhn on a 
wonderful and successful career, and 
wish him the best of luck in retire-
ment.∑ 

f 

TECKLENBURG NAMED PRESIDENT 
OF BELL ASSOCIATION 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding 
South Carolina native, Michael 
Tecklenburg, who has been named 
president of the Alexander Graham 
Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard 
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